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Front. Ludendorff, who was commanding the German opera-
tions, told his Government that a tank panic had set in among
their infantry and that a German victory was no longer possible.
Yet only a month earlier, he had reported that he was certain
of forcing the Allies to sue for terms.
Unceasing fights at so many different points in the line
make it difficult to select successes of special merit, or those that
paved the way to something of greater magnitude; but the
Commander-in-Chief considered the fight on the Ancre of
particular importance, as related by himself in Swansea, when
he paid a visit to that town after the war. He said: .
" You sent many men to the Welch Regiment and to the 38th
Division, among them the Swansea Service Battalion, the 14th
Battalion Welch Regiment. You may well be proud of what
they did and of the manner in which they upheld the honour of
their town.
" The 38th Division has a long record of service tracing the. story
of the war from the early days of the Somme, 1916, to the capture
of Pikhem on the 3ist July, 1917, the August fighting north of the
Somme in 1918, and ultimately the final battle of the war when
on the 4th November, 1918, the Welch battalions drove the
enemy between one dawn and the next from one side of the
Mormal Forest to the other.
" I will select out of those two-and-a-half years of fighting one
incident only, carried out by the xi4th Brigade, comprised of
three battalions of the Welch Regiment, one of them the 14th
Service Battalion. It took place after the battle of the 8th
August, 1918, when because of the stiffening of the German
resistance on the front of that attack, I decided to deliver the
next blow north of the Somme.
" One brigade of the 38th Division crossed the Ancfe at Albert
during the early part of the night, and formed up on the narrow
front the marshes left to them, ready to deliver the right-hand.
attack.   The H4th Brigade on the left had a still more difficult
task, for the flooded Ancre was in front of them.